My name is Erica Ranzato and I am raising money to start my PhD at Kingston University
under the supervision of Dr Van Herwegen, an expert in language and number development
in both typical and atypical populations.
My research focuses on the development of mathematical abilities in children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Here are some interesting facts about ASD and maths:
● There are around 700,000 people in the UK living with ASD - that's more than 1 in
100 (http://www.autism.org.uk/007874)
● Only 16% of adults with ASD are in full-time paid work
● Studies have shown that mathematical abilities are important for independence and
career and income prospects later in life (Crawford & Cribb, 2013)
● Only 32 studies have examined mathematical abilities in ASD population. The results
are mixed and 1/3 of the studies highlights that people with ASD struggle when it
comes to mathematical abilities.
We believe that this investigation is important because:
1) A better understanding of what causes mathematical difficulties in children with ASD
will allow us to design effective educational tools and programs for young children,
which is crucial as a growing number of children with ASD attends mainstream
schools.
2) Enhanced mathematical abilities mean better employment opportunities and the
prospect of greater independence for individuals with ASD.
3) Changing the preconception that individuals with ASD have superior mathematical
abilities will lead to fairer expectations from society towards the ASD population.
If you would like to know more about the project, please visit:
My crowdfunding page: https://hubbub.org/p/mathautism
My blog: https://mathautism.wordpress.com
If you are interested in my research and would like to take part in this project, support it, or
discuss any of the above ideas, then please contact me at: mathautism@gmail.com
Please feel free to share this flyer with anyone you think might be interested in the project.
Thank you for your attention,
Erica Ranzato

